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It means : “ Lo ! Those who-disbelieve in Allah and His messengers and
seek to make a distinction between Allah and His messengers and say : we
believe in some and disbelieve in others, and seek to choose a way in between,
those are disbelievers in truth ! and We have prepared for the disbelievers a
humiliating chastisement . 4 : 150

Islam also requires us to believe that Prophet Muhammad is the last of all
prophets and that his message is for all mankind. The Holy Quran says :

ese

It means : *“ Muhammad is not the father of any man among you, but he is
the Messenger of Allah and the Last of the prophets **. 33 : 40

The Holy Quran clearly states that the message of prophet Muhammad is
general to all nations till the end of this world. The Quran says :

S (108 GLEY!)  laaim WSl Al gy ) ) Ll b B

It means : *“ Say; O Mankind ! Surely I am the messenger of Allah to you
all . 7:158

In fact no other prophet is spoken of either in the Holy Quran or in any
other Scripture as having been sent to the whole of humanity. He is expressly
described as being a mercy to all nations :

S (v ;\.".359\)« okl Lo ) V) é)\.i.l..«j Leg »

It means : “ And We have not sent you, but as a mercy to all the
nations . 21 : 107

- VoA _



envy, and he will follow the way of truth in all of his actions because he is sure |
that his Creator knows everything. Allah is nearer to him than himself.

. The belief in the existence of Allah and His Oneness obliges one to act
according to His laws and orders and he will hasten to do good services and
actions for the benefit of all mankind. The Prophet Muhammad commanded :

.«éj‘xg MUQ\JJUSJ“JQSSQ\JJ&J‘\S&\MQiQL&Y\»

(Ehsan means that you worship Allah as if you see Him, if you see Him
not, He sees you ).

The second sentence of Shahada, that is, to ¢ bear witness that Muhammad
is the messenger of Allah’, signifies the belief in the finality and the
universality of the Prophethood of Muhammad, peace be upon him. According
to the Holy Quran, the prophethood is a free—gift of Allah, not the result of
anything done on the part of man. That is to say, no man can rise to the
dignity of prophethood by his own efforts. It is Allah Who raises someone to
that dignity when He intends it. The Holy Quran declares that :

S A by Jamy o e bl

It means : *“ Allah knows best where He places His Message **. 6 : 124

The faith in the Divine revelation is one of the essentials of Islam, and
since revelation must be communicated to the people through a man, faith in
the messenger is a natural sequence. The Prophet is not only the bearer of the
‘Divine message, but also shows how that message is to be interpreted in
practical life; and therefore he is the model or example to be followed.

Islam requires its followers to believe in all the prophets and messengers
sent by Allah to bring forth mankind from darkness into light. Those who
disbelieve in one of them are considered disbelieving in all of them.

The Holy Quran says :
PP OF9h s sy B i 18 a O G909 abuyg bl 09Ky pdll Ol

- e o
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The Holy Quran also describes some attributes of Almighty Allah in the
following verse : .
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It means : “ Allah-There is no god save Him, The Ever-living, the self
subsistent by Whom all subsist, slumber takes Him not, nor sleep; to Him
belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth; Who is he that
can intercede with Him but by His Permission ? He knows what is before them
and what is behind them, And they encompass nothing of His knowledge
except what He pleases; His knowledge extends over the heavens and the earth
and the preservation of them both tires Him not; And He is the Most High,
The Great . 2 : 225 :

The Effects of the Belief In Tauheed :

The believer in the Oneness of Allah will have no fear from anybody and
he will not submit himself to anything but the real Lord of this Universe. One
‘who believes that there is no god but Allah, undoubtedly, knows that there is
no harm and benefit except through Him. All glory and power are only due to
Him. It is He Who bestows mercy and prosperity;

He is the Owner of life and death. This belief creates in the soul of man
courage and bravery, because he will have no fear of any power and will not be
subject to anyone but the Cherisher of the Worlds. Also this belief creates in
him humility, for he knows that there is no power and distinction except from
Allah. He cannot pride over others because he realises that there is no
distinction between man and man except through good actions.

This faith also creates in man will of power for he is not dismayed by

misfortune or despair. He knows that the power of Allah is above all powers.
He Who believes in the Supreme authority of Allah will be free from greed,

- YW o



It means : “ Lo ! Allah will not forgive that a partner should be ascribed
unto Him; but He forgives anything else to whom He will. Whosover ascribes
partners to Allah has indeed devised a great sin . 4 : 48

There are three compulsory parts for Tauheed. Tauheed al-Rububiyah,
‘ Tauheedal-Uluhiyah ’ and ¢ Tauheed al-Sifat.

Tauheed al-Rububiyah means to believe that Allah has created man, the
heavens and the earth and everything in this Universe. He is the Cherisher of
mankind. He subjected the sun and the moon, He sends down rain from the
sky and He gives sustenance to all.

Tauheed al-Uluhiyah means to believe that Allah is that Only One Who is

distinguished by worship, and nobody is asked for help or mercy save Him.

He is the All-kind and All-knowing. He knows all things both secret and
open.

Tauheed al-Sifat means to believe in the names and attributes of Allah as
mentioned in the Quran and the Sunna of the Prophet without any ¢ Taaweel *
(interpretation ) or ¢ Tashbeeh * (likening ). These are the integral parts or
perfect and sound Tauheed.

It is recalled that the belief in the Only Lordship ( Rububiyah ) of Allah is
not enough for a real Tauheed but we should also believe that we must worship
or invoke none for help save Allah. Although the unbelievers of Makkah, in
the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him ), believed in the
Tauheed al-Rububiyah yet Allah described them as Mushrikeen ( polytheists ),
because they set up some idols ( like Latha, Uzza and Manath ) as partners with
Allah in worship. _

The Holy Quran teaches Tauheed in most perfect and excellent way. The
Quran says :

ua)GY\)«.\»H‘,jSaJQSﬂFU..\Jx (Jjabﬁw\m\»\m\ﬁ&»

N

It means : *“ Say, He is Allah the One. Allah the Absolute. He begets
not, nor is He begotten. And there is none like Him ». 112 : 1-4

- YW o



It means : “This day I have perfected for you your religion, and.
completed My Favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as the
religion™. 5: 3

And:
LR JOvS Jh) « e}&.,?\ &) ws U""\‘” alon

It means : « Lo : The religion before Allah is Islam » . 3:19 | And :

Ji)((wﬁ\:d\w o_)a-?\ ‘_,.9‘9.63 ol J...y uJ.Q L.:.; (1)&“?\}\; s e

N
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It means : “ If anyone desires a religion other than Islam it will not be
accepted from Him, and he will be a loser in the Hereafter **. 3 : 85

SHAHADA (The Witness ):

Islam is based on five pillers. The first piller is to witness that :

.((&\Jyjiwoi.@ij&\ﬁléj!YQIJ.&.";K»

It means : * I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah . The first sentence of this
Shahada signifies the belief in the Oneness of Allah. It is the key of Islamic
Faith. Heartily believing in the Oneness of Allah and His attributes is called
‘Tauheed’. Against Tauheed is ¢ Shirk® (Polytheism ] It means setting up
partners with Allah in His Being or in His attributes. "It is the worst crime and
most unforgivable sin; The Holy Quran says :
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It means : *“ So set your face truly to the religion, as man by nature is
upright-the nature (framed ) of Allah in which He has created man, there is no
altering the law of Allah’s creation. That is the right religion but most men do
not know >, 30 : 30

We have seen in this verse that there is no conflict or contrast between the
religion of Allah and the original nature of man, because He revealed the
religion and He created man’s nature. The Holy Quran declares that Islam is
the * Straight Path * and the standard religion :
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It means : ““ This is My Way; leading straight; follow it; and do not follow
other ways, they should scatter you from His (Straight ) Path *. 6 : 153

There is but one true relgion, the universal religion for all mankind, and
the Quran calls it “ Islam *. This is the straight and true natural Divine
Guidance for all, without distinction of race, colour, country or nationality. It
was the religion preached by all the earlier prophets. It was the truth taught by
all the Revealed Books. In essence it amounts to a cognition of the Will and
Plan of Allah and a complete submission to that Will and Plan.

If anyone seeks a religion other than Islam, then he is false to his own
nature, as well as to Allah’s Will and Judgment. Thus the Holy Quran stated
that the message of Prophet Muhammad is not only the last of all Divine
Messages and that Muhammad is the last of all Prophets but also stated that
the religion of Islam is the only true, natural and complete religion chosen by
the Lord of the Universe for all mankind. The last Quranic verse revealed
chronologically in the tenth Hijra year, during the Prophet’s Farewell
Pilgrimage to Makkah at Mount Arafat declares :
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It means : “ And that man can have nothing but what he strives for.
And that his striving will be seen. Then he will be rewarded for it with the
fullest reward. And that to your Lord is the Goal . 53 : 39-42

The Holy Quran states that the life of everyone in the Hereafter, with its
reward or punishment, whether abiding in Paradise or in Hell, depends upon
the course of his life in this world. The Almighty Allah says :
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It means : * So he who does an atom’s weight of good will see its outcome;
and he who does an atom’s weight of evil will see its outcome . 99 : 7-8

This belief leads a Muslim to the belief in the Oneness of Allah, in His
Mercy, Love and His sustenance; and to the practice of goodness, universal
charity, patience and steadfastness in the trials of life.

The religion of Islam has a distinctive appelation; it is not derived from the
name of the Prophet Muhammad' or any other Prophet whereas other
religions : Christianity, Judaism, Budhism and Zoroastrianism, etc. are known
by the respective names of their teachers. Some people may mistakingly or
deliberately call the religion of Islam as Muhammadanism, after the name of
Prophet Muhammad. As a matter of fact, the Prophet himself repeatedly
stated that he was only a servant of Allah and his messenger.

Besides, Islam interprets the true nature of man and establishes
coordination and peace between him and his nature, and regulates his course of
life according to the nature ( Fitrat ) in which Allah has created man. The
Holy Quran says :
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ISLAM

Dr. Mohiaddin Alwaye.

Islamic University,
Madinah’

In order to have the right idea about the religion of Islam it is necessary to
understand the true significance of the word * Islam *. The word Islam means
to * submit * and to ¢ yield >. The Arabic noun derived from it (salam or
salamah ) means peace, safety, salvation and greeting. The Religion of Islam is
characterised by absolute submission to the Will of Allah. Its principles are

endowed in the Holy Quran. It Makes a complete system that deals with all
walks of human life.

The wonderful adaptability of Islamic rules to all ages, places, nations and
circumstances, their entire agreement with the light of reason and absence of
all mysterious ideas, prove that Islam represents the latest development of the
religious faculties of a human being.

Islam signifies a religion of right-thinking, right-speaking and right—
doing, founded on Divine Love, universal charity and human brotherhood. A
true Muslim is fully conscious of the fact that present life is the seed—ground of
the future life. Out of this belief he endeavours with honesty, sincerity and
devotion to implement the teachings of his Lord in all the spheres of his
everyday individual and social life, in order to attain the Mercy of Allah, and
obtain salvation and success in this world and in the Hereafter.

Islam tries to attain this object by advocating the principle that man will be
judged only by his work alone. The Holy Quran says :
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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL

Say, “Iy the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out
before the words of my Lord run
out, even if twice as much ink

were provided.”
(Qur’an 18:109)
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