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The central point of the message of the prophet was the doctrine of ‘Unity of
God and equality of mankind’. Islam included this principle among people, and it
allowed the widest scope to the human conscience. Islam brought to them practi-
cal equality in the eye of the law. Consequently, wherever the Muslim preacher
appeared, he was hailed by the masses and the persecuted classes as the harbinger
of freedom and emancipation .

The governmental system of the early Caliphates brings into view a clear idea
of the latitude of human rights in the Islamic law .

The law was the same for the poor as for the labourer in the field. The tribun-
als were not dependent on the government, their decisions were supreme; the
early Caliphs could not assume the power of pardening those whom the regular
tribunals had condemned . |

Islam gave to the world a code of laws which was capable of the greatest de-
velopment in accordance with the progress of material civilisation based on a just
appreciation of human duties and human rights .

39939999999939%995%93399999999
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the serfs or villains were either annexed to the manor, and were bought and sold
with the land to wich they belonged or were annexed to the person of the lord, and
were transferable from one owner to another. They could not leave their lord
without his permission and if they ran away, or were purloined from him, might
be claimed and recovered by action, like beast or other chattles. They held, in-
deed, small portions of land by way of sustaining themselves and their families,
but it was at the mere will of the lord, who might dispossess them whenever he
pleased. A villain could acquire no property, either in lands or goods: but if he
purchased either, the lord might enter upon them, oust the villain, and seize them
to his own use . ‘

“The best testimony to the toleration of the early Muslim government is fur-
nished by the Christians themselves. In the reign of Osman (the third Caliph), the
Christian patriarch of Merv, addressed the Bishop of Fars, named Simeon, in the
following terms. “The Arabs who have been given by God the kingdom (of the
earth) do not attack the Christian faith, on the contrary they help us in our relig-
ion; they respect our God and our Saints, and bestow gifts on our churches and
monasteries’’.

“In order to avoid the least semblance of high-handedness no Muslim was al-
lowed to acquire the land of ‘Zimmi’ even by purchase. Neither the Imam nor the
sultan could dispossess a Zimmi of his property. The Muslims and the Zimmis
were absolutely equal in the eyes of the law. “Their blood”, said Ali the Caliph
“was like our blood”. Many modern governments, not excepting some of the
most civilised, may take Muslim administration for their model. In the punish-
ment of crimes there was no difference between the rulers and the ruled. Islam’s
law is that if a Zimmi is killed by a Muslim, the latter is liable to the same penalty
reverse case .

“In their anxiety for the welfare of the non-Muslim subjects the Caliphs of
Bagdad, like their rivals of Cordova, created a special department charged with

protection of the Zimmis and safeguarding of their interests” (The Spirit of Islam,
Ch. VII) .
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The above principles of human relations apply to states and governments in
the same way they apply to individuals and communities. In fact what an indi-
vidual is required to do is also expected from a community as represented in the
state. Islam, therefore, recognised human cooperation and communal amity as
the spring of human brotherhood and world understanding. It also condemns the
attempt of the developed country for domination over backward people or coun-
tries. In this way Islam called to sweep away all artificial differences and fractions
from the human community .

Examining the influence of Islam on humanity in general and on the destiny
of mankind, the great scholar and the learned author, Amir Ali, explains the state
of things existing in the world until the prophet Muhammad proclaimed the prac-
tical equality of mankind and broke the chains which had held in bond the nations
of the earth to pieces. He abolished every privilege of caste and emancipated
labour:

“In the West, as in the East, the condition of the masses was so miserable as
to defy description. They possessed no civil rights or political privileges. These
were the monopoly of the rich and powerful, or of thesacerdotal classes. The law
was not the same for the weak and the strong, the rich and the poor, the great and
the lowly. In Sassanide Persia, the priests and the landed proprietors, the ‘De-
hkans’, enjoyed all power and influence, and the wealth of the country was con-
centrated in their hands. The peasants, and the poorer classes in general, were
ground to the earth under a lawless despotism. In the Byzantine Empire, the
clergy and the great magnates, courtezans and other nameless ministrants to the
vices of Caesar and proconsul, were the happy possessors of wealth, infuence and
power. The people grovelled in the most abject misery. In the barberic kingdoms
—in fact, wherever feudalism had established itself — by far the largest propor-
tion of the population were either serfs or slaves .

“Villainage or serfdom was the ordinary status of the peasantry. At first
there was little distinction between preadial and domestic slavery. Both classes of
slaves, with their families, and their goods and chattles, belonged to the lord of
the soil, who could deal with them at his own free will and pleasure. In latter times
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It means : * Would you compel people until they are believers™. It has en-
sured all the human freedoms, namely those of faith, speech, work and residence.
The general human brotherhood was recommended by Islam as a code of conduct
among people of different religions, races and lands. The Quran has also strictly
forbidden any interference in the affairs of non-Muslims in an Islamic State, and
guaranteed their liberties in all walks of life:

) Fhandy wpg 5 OF oS5bs o0 oS % Lo cpll ,x@g@mymrﬂ.(w%
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It means: ““Allah forbids not those who warred not against you on account of
religion and drove you not out from your homes, that you should show them kind-
ness and deal justly with them. Lo: Allah loves the just dealers™ .

5 — Human Unity: By strictly forbidding any kind of compulsion in faith,
doctrine or work, by establishing necessity to believe in all prophets imperatively,
and by calling the people to work for communal amity and harmony, Islam aims
at establishing human brotherhood and human unity in the world. The following
Quranic verse emphasises that the belief in One God and one human community
is an essential part of Islamic faith. God Says:

L (0Y Oy shl) 40 58 (o Ul sty Aol (Sl e O]

It means: “Lo (O mankind): This your community is one community. And I
am your Lord. So keep your duty unto Me” .
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It means: “Help you one another unto righteousness and pious duty. Help
not one another unto sin and aggression” .

2 — Justice: Justice is the only criterion whereby Islam regulates relations
between people in both peace and war times. it is the dominant feature of Islam in
its relations with friendly or hostile people .

The Holy Quran has stressed this ideal principle in following Verse:

- (Al s gml) O g Lydusl 1 Y OF e o8 0t oS 2 Vg

It means: “Let not hatred of any people seduce’you that deal not justice. Do
Justice that is nearer to your duty (towards Allah)”. 5:8 .

3 — Human dignity: Islam through its principles and teachings, foster dig-
nity and self-respect in the hearts of its followers and educates them to respect
dignity and honour of others. This honour is due for man’s humanity and not be-
cause of his colour, race, or social status. To make distinction between people ac-
cording to their colour or race is the fundamental cause of crisis on this earth.
There could be no justice and peace in this world without respect for human dig-
nity in every man and on every Iand. The Quran declares this basic principle in
the following Verse:

O S e palilady L s 0l ) 5 iy 1 ralday ol 2 L S iy
(Vo) ks Ll

It means: “Verily We have honoured the children of Adam and We carry
them on the Iand and sea, and have made provision of good things for them and,
have preferred them above many of those whom We have created with a marked
preferment”. It is a common privilege for all people .

4 — Human freedom: Islam has totaly rejected any kind of compulsion as
means for driving people to embrace a certain religion, faith or doctrine. Forbid-
ding such compulsion God says in His Holy Book:
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(You all are Adam’s offspring, and Adam is of earth) .

The difference of people, in colour, tongue, tribes and races are due to diffe-
rent areas and climates. The creation of earth and the skies and the difference of
colours and tongues of the people, despite their common parentage, are of the
signs of God in the Universe and its aspects:

(YY) aé‘..m,ﬁj r_<:;~JT meyﬂp Sl el G SLI g

It means: “And of His signs is the Creation of heavens and earth and the dif-
ference of your Ianguages and colours”. This difference would not clash with the
principle of unity of mankind nor should it be the cause of conflict but rather of ac-
quaintance with each other and of mutual friendship. God Says:
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It means: “*And We have made you nations and tribes that you may know
one another” .

Islam promulgated the rules and laws of individual, social, national and in-
ternational relations in the following cardinal principles:

1 — Human equality: The Holy Quran declared in clear verses that the ulti-
mate purpose of differences among people, in races and tribes, is their acquain-
tance with each other and promotion of understanding and cooperation among
individuals and socities. This acquaintance and cooperation could exist only bet-
ween two equals and not between parties of differing ranks. Among the causes of
human miseries in our contemporary age is unjust fanaticism and racial discrimi-
nation in the human treatment and understanding. Islam, therefore, announced
the principle of relations and cooperation among people in the following Words:
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Islam organises the course of Human relations on the basis of the “Common
Origin of all mankind. It condemns any form of discrimination whether it is class
division or racial prejudices between man and man. The Holy Quran, the eternal
miracle of Islam declares that all people are one community; they emanate from
- one origin and share the same end though they differ in races, colours, tongues,
tribes or nations. The Holy Quran says :
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It means: ““O mankind: Be careful of your duty to your Lord Who created
you from a single soul and from it created its mate and from them twain hath
spread a multitude of men and women”. The theory of-common origin of man-
kind was stressed by the prophet:
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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL

| Say, “If the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out

before the words of my Lord run
out, even if twice as much ink
were provided.”

(Qur’an 18:109)
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