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In fact polyandry is one kind of perversion, that Islam has done away with.
The efficacious remedy for polyandry and promiscuity is polygamy and not
monogamy. Hence, the true teachings of Islam is the real remedy.

The shallow- minded people while commenting on this issue compare ‘‘four
wives in Islam” with one wife in the west. Why? Can they not see what is happen-
ing around them? Why do they not compare “four wives in Islam ‘with’ one wife
along with forty keeps” in the west? Are they ignorant of the established and well
known statistics about the illegitimate issues in their society? The mother country
of this Encyclopaedia Britannica, legalized sodomy and sexual anarchy in mid six-
ties. The contributors to this Encyclopaedia have ignored the sexual anarchy be-
seiging them, and brought their malignant and groundless charges against Islam
in an attempt to tarnish its pristine purity, thus betraying their own ignorance .
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“Polyandry and promiscuity was quite largely practised and had wide forms
of pervertion in old Greece, Rome and some parts of France, for quite a long
time, a period of 3 to 6 centuries. We note that this was a part of their social
framework”. (Prof. Lecki, History of European Morals, Vol. 2, p.220).

Where is Polyandry found? Let us see in different Encyclopéedias also:-

“The taking of more than one husband is common among primitive groups.
It was permitted among the Todas of India and the Eskimos. Some groups in
Tibet still practise it”. (The World Book Ency. Vol. 15 p.575 USA,1979).

“Polyandry was or is found among the people of Tibet, the Todas of South-
ern India, the Gilyakhs of Russian Siberia, some African societies, Indians of
South America, the Aleut and the Kaniagmiut of the Alaskan coast, the Canary
Islands, Madagascar, the Malay Archipelago, certain South Sea Islands, and the
Marshall Islands. Thus polyandry was or is very widely practised”. (Page No. 326,
Vol.22, Ency. Americana, USA. 1958).

“Polyandry... occurs in Ceylon, parts of India and Tibet... An unusual ver-
sion was reported from the Lele of the Belgian Congo, where certain women are
regarded as common wife of all the men in the village. The child of such a woman
is a “‘child of the village”, and has a special exalted status... the woman has only
one legal husband and her children have only one legal father, but her lovers have
arecognized and respectable status. Institutions of this kind have occured sporad-
ically throughout history; Caesar is a witness for the ancient Britons; Herman
Melville for the Marquesas islanders; about 1716 it was fashionable at the court of
Vienna”. (Page No. 180, Ency. Britannica, ed. 1965, Vol. 18.).

This can very clearly show that:-

1 — Polyandry is not found in any part of Muslim World.

2 — It is found in the areas where the light of Islam has not reached at all.
3 —The last quotation (from Ency. Britannica) shows that its traces are found in
Roman Empire, Europe, North America, South America, Christian Africa,
Buddist areas, South East Asia, Hindu Todas in India.

4 — Polyandry and Promiscuity is found now- a-days in the permissive
societies of Europe, America, Japan, Phillipines and specially in the Scandana-
vian countries i.e. Norway and Denmark.

5 — Itis no-where to be found in any part of the Muslim World. Will the au-
thor pin-point even a smallest village in the remotest area in the Muslim world
where polyandry or promiscuity has been or is prevalent in any form?.

Islam puts an end to polyandry and promiscuity. Promiscuity is never to be
found in Arabia and the entire Muslim World. It has never crept in any part of the
Muslim society due to the stern legal framework.
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Arabs could take pride in women and get their descent, status and inheritance
traced through the mother’s side.

Moreover, we can always trace in their history the line of their descents
(Ansab). These can easily show that they never traced their descent, etc. through
their mothers. They would always recite these lines of descents (Ansab) tracing
them through paternal side and take pride in their fore- fathers.

How dishonest is the author that he bases one white lie on another.

Based on this speculation, he comes out with the most heineous charge
against Islam, which had never been uttered before. He says that the habit of trac-
ing descent etc. through mother’s side in Arabia and Muslim society “led to the
neglect of paternity and permitted forms of polyandry (having many husbands at
once) sometimes verging on promiscuity”.

I postpone my detailed account on this subject to some other occasion. At
the moment, I pose a few pertinent questions which would clarify the whole posi-
tion:-

Q. No.1. What is the origin and history of polyandry and promiscuity and
where is it found now -a- days?

Q. No.2. What is the actual situation prevailing in the Muslim world?. Is it
polyandrous and promiscuous?.

Q. No.3. What is the contribution of Islam towards this problem?.

Q. No.4. What is the origin and history of Polyandry and Promiscuity and
where is it found today?.

Let us see what do the Western scholars say about it:-

“All forms of sexual anarchy and sexual liberation was found in Roman Em-
pire, but what is more delighting is that complete sexual freedom is governed
today by women in all parts of the West. The old forms of sexual relations are
practised today with new forms and new meanings”. (The Meaning of Sex, by Dr.
H. Robinson, A.Heartfield, New York 1974. p.69).

“Women having so many husbands are also found in Argentina and some
parts of Latin America”.

(The Slave Trade, by Oliver Reinsford, 1971, Thom Murray).

“The Modern Permissive Society claims of Women’s Liberation. Whereas
polyandry, in a very advanced form is practised in Sweden and Denmark”. (Sex
and Dehumanization, by Prof. Holbrooke, p.149 ‘London’).

“Polyandry is found in Australian Aboriginies. Widely still in Australia
there are some forms of polyandry”. (Woman’s Liberation, by A.Alfred Smith,
Hans Publications, p.134, Toronto. 1968).
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“Ye are never able to be fair and just as between women, even if it is your ar-
dent desire; but turn not away (from a woman) altogether, so as to leave her (as it
were) hanging (in the air). If ye come to a friendly understanding, and practise
self - restraint, God is Oft - forgiving, Most Merciful.” (129). (Verses No. 128 -
129, Chapter “Women” (An-Nisa); Translation by Abdullah Yusuf Ali).

Abdullah Yusuf Ali explains the meanings of these two verses as follows:-

“In this material world there are two principal causes of division between
man and wife, money and” the other woman or the other man”. Money was
dealt with in the last verse. Here is the case of “the other woman” Legally more
than one wife (upto four) are permissible on the condition that the man can be
perfectly fair and just to all. But this is a condition almost impossible to fulfil. If,
in the hope that he might be able to fulfil it, a man puts himself in that impossible
position, it is only right to insist that he should not discard one wife but at least ful-
fil all the outward duties that are incumbent on him in respect of her”".

Sheikh-al Islam Shabbir Ahmad Usmani explains this verse (129) in a foot-
note:-

“If you have more than one wife, it shall not be completely possible for you
to maintain equality and justice among them in each and every affair and in love
and sentiments; so do not be cruel so as to bend towards one of them completely
while keeping the other one hanging in air, rendering her unable to be in comfort
with you, nor to be able to get married somewhere else””.

Did Islam lead to Polyandry and Promiscuity?

The author of the article “Muhammad’ writes:-

“The background of Muhammad’s marital arrangements is the prevalence in
Arabia of a matrilineal kinship system (in which descent, status, and inheritance
are traced through the mother’s side), which led to the neglect of paternity and
permitted forms of polyandry (having many husbands at once) sometimes verging
on promiscuity”. (Ency. Britannica, ed, 1978,vol.,12, p. 609).

This is downright lie and sheer nonsense. It is absolutely wrong to say that
even during the age of paganism in Arabia, descent, status and inheritance were
traced through the mother’s side, not to say of the post Islamic era. The pre- Is-
lamic Arabs would be ashamed of women. They would bury the daughters alive
due to this sense of shame. They would always take pride in their fathers and fore-
fathers. The women were not treated as human beings. It is only Islam which pro-
vided them human rights. It can not be conceived even for a moment that the
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On this part of the Quranic verse which is completely cut off from its second
half and the whole of its context, the orientalists have built the infrastructure of
their heinious charges against Islam and the Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) .

They have repeatedly mentioned that Islam is a religion of sexual lust and has
given polygamy priority over the concept of justice .

The deplorable fact is that they intentionally separate this part of the verse
from its second part and its context. They also cleverly neglect the meanings of
justice as mentioned by the Quran here .

In reality, the Quran has used the word ‘justice’ in two senses:-

1 — Justice in material and economic terms, meaning thereby that one must
be treating all of his wives equally and judicially so far as the economic needs are
concerned. This is not an impossibility; rather this is a must. Right above this
quoted part of the verse No. 129, we can see verse No.128, wherein the Quran has
emphasized economic justice. “Even though men’s souls are swayed by greed”:

2 — Justice in terms of sentiments of love and hatred, meaning thereby that
one may love all of his wives equally, and may have the same kind of sentiments
for all of his wives. This is, of course, neither possible nor practical. The Quran
has allowed some concession here.

But let us look at the second half of the quoted verse. It exhorts man not to
turn away from a woman altogether. What the Holy Quran is stressing here is to
be completely just in economic matters and not to be attached to one woman
completely while leaving the other even if he loves one woman more than the
other. Granted, that it is not possible for a man to love two or three or four
women equally and to have same kind of sentiments for all because he is a human
being but it never means that he should be swayed by his sentiments of love and
hatred and start disregarding the sentiments of others.

The Quran admits that absolute justice and equality in terms of sentiments is
not humanly possible but it emphasized that one must have some sort of self- re-
straint and try to be just, loving and friendly as much as possible .

The whole superstructure of heineous charges based on this part of the verse
is exploded when we go through the context of the complete verse No.129. One
can only pity the attitude of the author at this juncture. I quote the verses No. 128
and 129:- »

“If a wife fears cruelty or desertion on her husband’s part, there is no blame
on them if they arrange an amicable settlement between themselves; And such
settlement is best; even though men’s souls are swayed by greed. But if ye do good
and practise self- restraint, God is well aquainted with all that ye do. (128) .
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Polygamous Marriages of the Prophet
(P.B.U.H.)

by Dr. Malik Ghulam Murtaza
Asstt. Prof. and Head of the Translation Deptt.

There are two heinous charges against Islam concerning the polygamous mar-
riages of the Prophet (P.B.U.H.):-
1 — Doing justice between the wives is an impossibility according to the
Quran. It may mean either of the following:-
a — The Quran banned polygamy; or
b — The Quran exhorts people to sexual debauchery without caring for jus-
tice and equality between different wives.
2 — The Polygamous marriages of the Prophet have resulted in polyandry
and Promiscuity in the Arab and Muslim society.
Now, let us deal with this subject .

Justice and Polygamy: Is Justice an Impossibility according to the Quran ?

The author of the article “Islam’ writes:-

“The Quran even suggests that ‘“You shall never be able to do justice among
women, no matter how much you desire”” [Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1979 Vol.9].

This is a typical dishonesty of the Orientalists. The author has quoted the
first half of the verse No. 129 of the Chapter, “Women”” (An-Nisa) from the Holy
Quran and left the other half .

He has criminally tried to thrust particular meanings in the Quran i.e. it
suggests that you may have polygamy without paying heed to justice because
“You shall never be able to do justice among women no matter how much you de-
sire”’. The author has in fact charged the Holy Quran with the concept that “to do
justice among women’” is an impossibility; so why to bother about it? One should
feel free and enjoy without having any pangs of conscience .

We can take note of the author’s words, “The Quran even suggests”. He
wants to bring out that the Quran exhorts people to yield to their sexual desires
without paying heed to the concept of justice because justice is an impossibility .
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