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Besides these the Diira hasplanned its fresh Programme
of Publications for the next triennium after due consul-
tation and collaboration with famous scholars of various
countries, It is earnestly hoped that the Daira will
be enabled to complete the monumental works it has
already started to edit and publish, and to provide richer
and more original material in future through its later
publications also.

In conclusion, the Chief Editor solicits that his appeal
will meet with greater response in the coming years and
that with the help of distinguished collaborators and with
the financial subsidy of generous patrons, particularly the
Ministry of Education, Government of India, it will be
possible for the Ddira to implement these great literary
projectsin the near future, to maintain its past reputation,
to justify its position among the premier institutions of
Rastern research in India, torender greater service to the
cause of humanities and to promote cultural unity

amongst kindred nations.

D/ 31 st March 1956, M. Nizamu'd-Din
Diajratu’l-Ma‘arif -il-Osmania, ( Editor-in-Chief )

Hyderabad-Dn. 5
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(Vi)

(VII)

(VIII)

(X1)

(X)

TADHKIRATU'L-HUFFAZ of Shamsu’'d-Din
adh-Dhahabi (d. 1347 A.D.). Standard work on
the Biographies of Traditionists). Vol.I. (Revised
Edition) (to be continued).

KANZU'L--UMMAL of ‘Ali al-Muttaqi al-Hindi
(d. 1567 A.D.) (An authentic Compendium of the
Corpus of Hadith literature ). Revised Edition.
(Vols. IV&V) (io be continued in 16 Vols.).

HISTORICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS

DHAIL-I-MIRATU’Z-ZAMAN of Qutbu’d-Din
al-Yinini (d. 1326 A.D.). A contemporary record
of Post-Crusade Kingdoms of Syria, Egypt and
other =~ European Principalities). Vols. I-IT.
(10 be continued ).

AD-DURARU’L-KAMINA of 1Ibn Hajar
al-Asqalani (d. 1448 A.D.) Biographies of the
Eminent Personalities of VIII century A.H.
(Vol. III).

NUZHATU'L-KHWATIR of ‘Abdu’l Hayy of
Nadwatu’l -‘Ulama, Lucknow. Biographies of
Eminent Indians from the I-XIV century Hijra)
(Vols.IV&V) ( to be continued ).
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(1)

(11)

(111)

(1V)

V)

The New Series

SCIENTIFIC WORKS

The SUWARU'L-KAWAKIB of Abu'l-Husayn
Abdu’r-Rahman as-Stfi (d.986 A.D.). (Description
ot the 48 Constellations and revision of Ptolemy’s
Almagest or Syntax .

The QANUN-I-MAS'UDI or Canon Masudicus
by Abi Rayhan al-Birini (d. 1040 A.D.). Encyclo-
paedia of Astronomical Sciences and Chronology
of Ancient Nations efc. (Vols I-IIT) .

The KITABU'L-ANW .1’ of Ibn Qutayba (d.879
A.D.) Meteorology of the Arabs, and exposition
of technical terms lexicographically.

‘The HAWI FIT-TIBB of Abi Bakr Muhammad
b. Za kariyyé ar-Razi( d. 925 A.D.). Compendium

of the Greek Medical Lore with Razi’s clinical Ob-
servations and Treatment of Diseases (Vol.I-TI1).
( to he continued in 7 vols.)

TRADITON & TRADITIONISTS

AL-JARH WA'T-TA'DIL of [Ibn Abi Hatim
ar-Razi (d. 938 A.D.) . ( Critici<in of the Sciences
of Tradition and Traditionists) Vol. IV, pts. i-ii .

(Whole work completed in ¢ vols) .

4
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valued highly for the sake of liberal knowledge and for
preserving the cultural unity of the South-East Asian

nations.

In spite of the magnitude of the task and the variety
of subjects and technical difficulties of editing such
highly specialised works, the Daira has, to an appreciable
extent, attempted to bring out these works in the original
Arabic text with as much accuracy as possible and with
as few drawbacks as are inherent in all human under-
takings and with as little equipment and resources as

are necessary for publishing such highly learned texts.

Details of all these efforts, the position of the author
in a particular branch of knowledge, the place of
a particular work in the literature of that subject,
the introduction,essays, notes and indices as are necessary
for modern research publications, have all been appended
to each and every work. The interested reader will thus
know the part played by a particular author in advancing
human knowledge in his own days and the importance of

that particular book in the present times.

The Daira owes a deep debt of gratitude to all those
who have helped it to produce the works in the present
form. Due acknowledgment has been made of all such
benefactors in the right place. It further wishes to seek
the indulgence cf all scholars for any shortcomings they
may come across and requests them to help it by their
advice in future also.
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The New Programme of these Publications was first
announced in 1951 at the XXII Session of the laierna-
tional Congress of Orientalists at Istanbul andws s finalised
at the Colloquium on Islamic Culture at Princcton in 1953.

It was highly welcomed by the great Orientalists that had

. assembled there from the four quarters of the globe.

The visit of the Hon’ble Maulana Abu'l-Kalam Azid,
Minister of Education, Government of India, to the city
of Hyderabad, the Osmania University and the Dairatu’l-
Ma‘arif on 24th September 1952 and his survey of the
activities of the Daira and its future plans put a new
life into the work of the Daira and enabled it to render
greater service by reviving the glorious past of the East
and presenting to the world a few masterpieces of the
Medieval times which have been the coveted goal of the
Western nations during this and the past centuries. This
was but a consummation of the patronage that had been

extended to Oriental Studies by India in the past ages.

The New Series of which a list is given below, ( this
work forms one of its components ) would not have seen
the light of day, had it not been for the continued
financial subsidy from the Government of Hyderabad
and the Osmania University, as well as for the specific
grant of the Ministry of Education, Government of India.
Thus the Daira has been fortunate in opening fresh
fountains of knowledge for new workers in free India and
has been able to depute a few silent’ambassadors of our
own country to foreign lands where Arabic is studied
seriously and where Eastern thought and learning are

2



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Since the achievements of Eastern authors in the fieias
of humanities and sciences are of basic importance and
since modern historians of literature, religion, philosophy
and science are deeply interested in the evolution of
thought and are making great researches into the regions of
knowledge covered by the geniuses of the past centuries,
the Executive and Literary Committees of the Dairatu’l-
Ma‘arif, }ealising the great need of our times, have planned
a New Programme of Publications and included in it
several literary, scientific and historical works which had
remained unpublished and beyond the reach of students,
scholars and even experts for centuries.

Dhuring the past seven decades, the Diiratu’l-Ma‘arif,
keeping in view its aims and objects and its resources, has
contributed its share to the advancement of Eastern
knowledge in various branches of studies and has published
nearly 150 independent works in 350 volumes of which
a cursory mention has been made in the Glimpses of the
Dairatw’l-Ma‘arif (1888 -1956), published recently.

The year 1951 marks a great extension in the-activities
of the Dairatu’l-Ma‘arif and it may well be claimed as
one of the lasting fruits of Independence and a symbol of
our national re-emergence.
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IBN QUTAYBA, AD-DINAWARI,
ABC MUHAMMAD ‘ABDULLAH B. MUSLIM
d. 276 A.-H./879 A.1).

R —

KITABU’L-ANWA’

(On Meteorology of the Arabs)

Edited from the extant available Mss. :
(1) Bodleian Library Oxford [ Hunt No 480] of 1320 A.D.
(2) Bodleian Library Oxford T Marsh No 531] of 1618 A.D.
(3) Daru’l-Kutubi’I-Misriyya, Cairo [Miqat 1080)of 1919 A.D.
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1978

Published by the Bureau
&

Printed By Photo Oifset Process
at Citizen Press, Secunderabad.
For
DAIHATU’L-MA'ARIFI'L-OSMANIA
Hyderabad — IND I A

1956 A.D./ 1375 A.H.
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